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Wednesday, 10 February 2016 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Country Championships heads to Wagga 
 
Murrumbidgee Turf Club is certain to attract a crack field of Southern Districts performers for the 
club’s $100,000 Country Championships Qualifier (1400m) at Wagga on Saturday 27 February. 
 
First and second in the event will head to Royal Randwick on Saturday 2 April to compete for the 
$400,000 Country Championships Final (1400m) – increased $100,000 this year by Racing NSW. 
 
Racing NSW has also ensured Wagga’s raceday is a showcase program by lifting prizemoney for 
each supporting race from $15,000 to $20,000.  Two races – the Wagga Whirlwind (1000m) and 
the Tom Patton Cup (1800m) – carry $22,500 in prizemoney. 
  
“Murrumbidgee Turf Club hosted an excellent Country Championships last year where the 
community got right behind it and we’re expecting the club to put on another great raceday this 
year,” said Racing NSW’s Chief Executive, Mr Peter V’landys AM. 
 
“Two years ago Racing NSW funded an overhaul of the Wagga course that involved laying more 
than 24km of pipes with the track now rated one of the best in the state.” 
 
Wagga’s Country Championships Qualifier will be followed by Taree (Sunday 28 February), then 
Grafton, Wellington, Dubbo and Muswellbrook (‘Wild Card’). 
 
“The Country Championships is a terrific initiative and I’m sure this will be highlighted when Wagga 
hosts the Southern Districts Racing Association’s leg,” said MTC’s chief executive officer, Mr Scott 
Sanbrook. 

“Excitement has been building among the owners and trainers for months and the standard of the 
race promises to be of the highest quality.” 

The strength of Wagga Wagga’s Qualifier last year was franked with the winner Loved Up going on 
to claim both the Albury and Scone Guineas. 
 
As well as a fantastic raceday, Wagga will be offering a complimentary BBQ plus a free drink*, live 
entertainment throughout the afternoon and children’s entertainment including a fun foam castle 
and face painting.  Gates will open at midday with admission just $10 (concession $5) and under 
18s free. 
 
The 2016 The Championships will be held on Saturday 2 & 9 April at Royal Randwick, where the 
12 grand finals of Australian Thoroughbred racing will be centre stage incorporating eight Group 
One events as well as the second running of the Provincial & Country Championships Finals. 
 
*while stocks last 
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